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THE IOWA HOMEMAKER 5 
Maytime-The Time for Flowers In~the~Making 
By RALPH R. ROTHACKER, Greenhouse Assistant 
AREN'T they beautiful? And home would be without them? what It is 
t·eyond the facilities of many homemak-
ers to have a flower garden, so any who 
are conveniently situated should put 
forth every effort to grow flowers in or 
near their homes. 
What kinds of gardens shall you have, 
and how shall you have them? Gardens 
are of three kinds, perennial, biennial 
and annual. The perennial garden has 
much in store for May. Graceful Dar-
\Vin tulips fill the brightest part of the 
border while the daffodils bloom cheer-
ily at the base of the half leaved, greyish 
green shrubbery. The iris join in the 
theme and swell the May song with a 
fullness and richness that holds us rap-
ture bound. The peonies add greatly to 
tile wondrous show. Making up the less-
er parts are the alkanets, the long 
spurred columbines, bleeding heart, 
Sweet Williams, mountain pinks, garland 
flower , the white cress, tufted pansies, 
F.ne:lish daisies. and the sweet scented 
Lilies of the Valley accompany the march 
of the song. May has a flower composi-
tion all its own, and t hus the perennial 
garden continues. 
The perennials, supplemented with the 
annuals and biennials make up the com-
plete flower garden, but since many of us 
are not able to have a perennial garden, 
we of course take the next in choice, and 
plant the home grounds with annuals. 
These are the flowers that grow and 
bloom in the same season and need to be 
planted again each suceeding year. If 
one is a r eal enthusiast, he has already 
many kinds of seed started indoors, in 
shallow plots or pans, but for the many 
who have not known of this plan, the fol-
lowing brief directions may help greatly. 
A general plan or scheme should first 
be made, or otherwise disappointments 
may result. A few "do's" and "don'ts" 
before we start may save these sad r e-
sults. Don't place these flower beds .in 
the middle of a pretty Ia wn; it is bet-
ter to confine them to the border of the 
yard or around the house, and if suf-
ficient space permits, plant an annual 
garden in the side or back yard. It is 
the best taste to keep the 'area back of 
the house as good or better looking than 
the front lawn. 
How shall you have your garden ? 
P repare the ground much as for vege-
tables, mulsifying the ground deeply and 
finely. Sow the seed thinly as thick 
sowing will cause many failures. Plant 
solid blocl{S or rows of one color as a 
mixture usually r esults in a riotous con-
fus ion of color which is not restful or 
pleasing to the eye. If a mixture is de-
sired, buy packet s of the separate color& 
that you desire and then mix them your-
self. Beds sh ould not be too wide or it 
will be diffi-cult to weed or pick the 
flowers. Thin the plants to stand the 
proper distance apart to a llow room for 
growing. 
P ractically all the annual flowers may 
be sown in May, altho some of the more 
t ender varieties should not be sown out 
of doors until all dan ger of frost is past. 
Among these mor e tender kinds a re: am-
aranths, browallis, celosia or cockscomb, 
tornia, California poppy, butterfly flower, 
castor oil bean, and gourds. 
When covering any seeds, do not cover 
them too deeply, since three times their 
own depth is sufficient. Very fine seed, 
such as petunia, ver.bena, ornamental t o-
bacco or nicotina, sa!piglossis, portulaca, 
and snapdragon should be covered very 
lightly, or better still, they should be 
sown broadcast on the surface of the 
loosen ed soil, and then be firmly patted 
down. "I:he soil should be firmly pressed 
over all seeds, as this brings a supply of 
moisture to the seed. 
Where the soil drys qui-ckly, it is a 
good plan to cover the seeded area with a 
s trip of board, newspaper or canvas until 
the seeds break thru the soil, at which 
ti.me the coverings may be removed, care 
heing t aken that the seed has no chance 
to dry out. Many failures occur at this 
stage as a germinating seed is very weak 
and once it dries, the plant is killed. 
There is yet another alternative for 
those who canot grow flowers from seed, 
and that is to buy the plants from the 
florists and transplant them into the 
home beds. In this transplantation, it is 
best to make the change in the evening 
or on a cloudy day, as this permits t he 
voung plants to become partly establish ed 
before the sun can wilt them down. Shad-
ine- the plants with some covering, as 
newspapers, to break the rays of the sun 
for several days h elps the plants to start 
growing without a severe check. 
After the plants are started and spaced 
oroperly. some of them will t end to grow 
tall and spindlin-~. but by pinching out 
t.he gr owine; point, s ide branches will 
develop which make the plant compact 
and well shaped. It is best to do this 
ninchine: wh en the plant is three to s ix 
inr.hes high altho it may be done at any 
later period of growth. 
Some of the plants most benefited by 
this pinching are: stock, petunia. snao-
rlrae:on, cosmos, buterfly flower , baby's 
bre~.th, salpiglossis, Swan River daisies, 
calliopsis , and the annual chrysanthe-
mums. It is w~ll to r em ember to r e-
:rnnve the f\eed noil s on all flower s if pos-
sible. This practice extended to the 
hloomine; period. rt!Ro increnses th e num-
ber and quality of the flowers. 
The annual vines are not to be neglect-
ed in the planning of the spring garden, 
Doesn't Each Single Bloom Make You 
Want a Bushel More? 
especially not the sweet pea, altho May is 
too late to plant them since they should 
be planted as early in March or April as 
possible if the best r esults ar e desired. 
The climbing nasturtium is perhaps next 
in favor with its dual use, for the vines 
can cover many· unsightly places, and the 
bloom may be used for a table decoration. 
Morning glories get less appr eciation 
than they deserve, for one must see them 
with the dew on them to appreciate the 
clear crystal colors of the corolla. Ex-
cellent varieties of the morning glory 
can be found in any market. 
Cobaea scandeus makes a tremendous 
amount of growth in a season and is used 
to cover porches. With these are the cy-
press vine, cardinal climber , baloon 
vine, Japanese hop, scarlet runner bean, 
canar y bird vine, and gourds, each one 
having a feature of its own. 
If there is yet some spa·ce unfilled, a 
few of the everlasting or straw flower,s 
are always interesting. The principal 
annual kinds are helichrysum bractea-
tum, helipterum rossum, h elipterum 1 
manglesia, (Swan River everlasting), 
hehpterum humboldtia num, gomphrena 
g!obosa, (globe amaranth), xeranthemum 
annum, (immortelle ) and catanache cae-
rulea. Pick the flowers at their prettiest 
stage, remove the leaves and hang the 
hlooms upside down in a dark, dry place. 
The dried flowers a re used for winter 
bouquets which have been quite popular 
this season. 
Color combination plays a great part 
in the appreciation of a garden, since the 
wrong combinations can utterly ruin the 
beauty of some of its participants. Some 
of the following groupings produce the 
best effects : 
1. A bed of blue bachelors buttons 
can be nicely edged with sweet alyssum 
or -candytuft, both of the latter being of 
the dwarfed, white type. The bachelors 
buttons will furnish a constant supply of 
cut flowers. 
2. Another excellent cut flower is the 
snapdragon, which looks well bordered 
with dusty miller. 
3. Verbenas planted twe.Jve inches 
apart make a very effective border . 
4. Into your bed of pa nsies may be 
transplanted a few of the dainty blue 
browallia demissa, which will cast a very 
light and airy effect over the whole bed. 
5. For the sweet pea boquets, do not 
neglect planting some baby's breath 
(gypsophila clegans) . This will look 
well grown in a bed with annual lark-
spurs or with stocks. Baby's breath must 
be planted several times during the same 
season in order to have a continuous 
supply. 
6. Some persons admire small hedges 
of summer cypress or kochia, but this 
plant tur ns a very disagreeable bluish 
crimson color in the autumn whi·ch will 
harmonize with nothing else. 
7. No annual flower blooms as long 
as ·the petunia. If the colors can be 
chosen before setting in the bed, the r e-
sults will be better than if they are 
mixed. It is unnecessary: to combine 
these with any other flower and they 
(Continued on page 14) 
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look as well in small beds as in borders 
hundreds of feet long. 
8. Where a dainty edging of blue is 
wanted, you may use Swan River daisy 
(brachycome), placing the plants about 
six inches apart. 
9. If you want to assure yourself of 
good results, even tho you neglect your 
garden, you are most secure in using 
zinnas or marigolds. 
10. A good balance for a bed of cannas 
or other tall plants is an edge of fountain 
grass (pennisetum) . 
11. Another bed of showy blendings 
will be one composed of California pop-
pies in front of the taller pot marigolds, 
l!'iving the blended tone of orange-yellow. 
The pot marigolds (calendula officinalis) 
are known at Iowa State as the "Hec 
Flower," or some times "Calladuly." 
They are of the easiest culture because 
they take little care and are selfsowing. 
12. If location is to influence your 
choice and you have a sun-beaten dry 
place to fill, sow the portulaca or sun-
plant. The metallic seeds self sow and the 
plant will come up year after year. This 
is the old fashioned "seven sisters" plant 
which persons fancy bears seven colored 
blooms on each plant. 
Space does not permit of more com-
binations, but one should not forget the 
glorious colorings of the asters, gladioli, 
dahlia, poppy, salvia, and dwarf nastur-
tiums. 
Fortunate indeed are the home econom-
ics students at Iowa State College who 
are able to elect the special floriculture 
courses open to them, as they are then 
amply fitted to become homemakers. 
What is more sweet than the word 
"home" and who of you have ever seen 
a real home without flowers? A home 
with flowers carries us again to the 
land of man's most often cherished 
dreams, and thus we leave the flower 
garden at maytime. 
AMES " A " GIR L S A T T H E BOU LDE R 
CONVENTION 
Madge Wiliams and Margaret Sloss 
were the delegates from Iowa State Col-
lege to the convention of American Con-
ference of Athletic College Women. The 
official delegate was Madge Williams, 
who was sent by the "A" fraternity, 
while Margaret Sloss represented the 
Woman's Athletic Association. 
A steak fry in the mountains, basket-
ball games, a drive up Boulder canyon 
and finally the banquet at the Boulder-
ado hotel filled up the social program of 
the conference. · 
The business that was transacted at 
the meeting showed that athletics were 
making a steady climb upwards. Inter-
collegiate games were discused, followed 
by the conclusion that they were inad· 
visable. However, >the sending of time 
scores in track, archery, and swimming 
by wireless from one school to another 
was encouraged. 
Anouncement was made of a news let-
ter to come out in May answering ques· 
tions on hockey, track and gymnastics 
in general, and an A. C. A. C. W . pamph· 
let to be put out. A secretary is to be 
secured for a three year term who will be 
able to furnish information concerning 
standings of colleges and rules applying 
to A. C. A. C. W. 
THE lOW A HOMEMAI[ER 
The conference also decided that next 
year 100 points for being on the main 
teams, 25 for ·the squads, and 15 for the 
second team of any sport would be given 
toward athletic honors. Finances were 
discussed and methods employed by the 
different schools. It was also decided 
(Continued on page 16) 
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PARTY FAVORS and 
DEOORATIONS 
Lustre Crepe 
Crepe Streamers 
L etter Wax 
Paper Rope 
A complete line of Denni-
son Goods 
i 
! 
I Reynolds & Iversen 1 
Ames News Stand i i 
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Try 
Klenzona 
A cleanzer that cleanses with-
out injury to color or fabric. 
This is a safe and practical prep-
aration to use for collars and 
small spots on your garments 
between the times necessary to 
send these garments for a gen-
eral cleaning. 
Samples furnished. 
For sale by the 
MARINELLO 
COMFORT SHOP I Commercial Bank Bldg. 
i 
i 
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ANNEX 
Tailors & Cleaners 
Cleaning, Pressing, Repairing 
Rug Cleaning 
Ladies' W orlc A Specialty 
Phone 369 224 Main St. 
J 
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Successful 
Housewives 
find it easy to save regu-
larly because they manage 
systematically. ,Every 
housewife should try to · 
manage her affairs in such 
a way that it would be pos· 
sible to save a regular part 
of the family's income, no 
matter how small. 
It can be done - let this 
bank help you also. 
Story County 
Trust & Savings Bank 
AMES, IOWA 
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